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SUBJECT: US-FRG TANK HARMONIZATION: MINISTER LEBER'S 
CURRENT VIEWS 

BEGIN SUMMARY: DURING THE AMBASSADOR'S TOUR D'HORIZON 
WITH MINISTER LEBER ON APRIL 26 (SEE SEPTELS FOR OTHER 
SUBJECTS), THE AMBASSADOR TOLD THE MINISTER OF 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE BROWN'S INSTRUCTIONS TO THE U.S. 

ARMY FOR IT TO ESTABLISH A JOINT PROGRAM WITH THE FRG TO 
IMPROVE THE PERFORMANCE OF THE GERMAN 120MM SMOOTH BORE 
ROUND BY INCORPORATING IN IT A U.S. DEPLETED URANIUM 
PENETRATOR. THE AMBASSADOR NOTED THAT THIS NEW DEVELOP 
MENT IS TO BE COMPLETED AND DEMONSTRATED IN TIME FOR THE 
DECEMBER 1977 U.S. GUN DECISION FOR THE XM-1. 

MINISTER LEBER DID NOT GREET THIS DEVELOPMENT AS 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY AS ONE MIGHT HAVE EXPECTED. WHILE 
ADMITTING THAT HIS INFORMATION CONCERNING THE GUN TUBE 
PROBLEM WAS INCOMPLETE, HE EXPRESSED THE FEAR THAT THE 
RESULT WOULD STILL BE FOR NATO TO HAVE THREE TYPES OF 
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TANK GUNS. HE ALSO STATED THAT THERE WAS NO POSSIBILITY 
OF THE FRG USING A DEPLETED URANIUM ROUND AT THIS TIME 
ON "PSYCHOLOGICAL GROUNDS.' 1 END OF SUMMARY. 

1 . WHEN THE AMBASSADOR CALLED ON MINISTER LEBER, HE 
HOPED TO USE THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE'S DECISION TO 
DEVELOP A JOINT PROGRAM FOR THE GERMAN 120MM SMOOTH BORE 
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BY USING THE U.S. DEPLETED URANIUM PENETRATOR AS AN 
IMPORTANT INDICATION THAT THE NEW ADMINISTRATION WOULD DO 
ITS UTMOST TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF NATO STANDARDIZATION. 
WHILE NOTING THAT THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE LAST HAS 
BEEN HEARD OF THE 105MM GUN, THE AMBASSADOR PRESENTED 
THIS DEVELOPMENT AS ONE WHICH THE GERMAN MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE WOULD CERTAINLY WELCOME. 

2. MINISTER LEBER APPEARED UNAWARE OF THIS DEVELOPMENT. 
ALTHOUGH THE INFORMATION HAD BEEN PASSED TO THE WORKING 
LEVEL OF HIS MINISTRY A FEW DAYS EARLIER. LEBER SPOKE 

OF HIS CONTINUED ANXIETY THAT THE ALLIANCE WOULD COME 
UP WITH THREE TYPES OF TANK GUNS. IN HIS VIEW, NATO 
TANKS MUST USE THE SAME TUBE. HE ASKED IF A JOINT US- 
FRG PROGRAM TO DEVELOP A 120MM SMOOTH BORE ROUND CAPABLE 
OF USING THE U.S. DEPLETED URANIUM PENETRATOR MIGHT NOT 
RESULT IN A U.S. 120MM GUN DIFFERENT FROM THE GERMAN 
120MM GUN AND FROM THE BRITISH 120MM (RIFLED BORE) GUN. 

3. LEBER WENT ON TO STATE THAT, GIVEN THE CURRENT 
ANXIETIES IN THE FRG ABOUT NUCLEAR MATTERS, HE 

FELT THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF THE BUNDESWEHR USING A 
DEPLETED URANIUM SHELL IN TODAY'S CIRCUMSTANCES. 

PERHAPS THIS SITUATION WOULD CHANGE IN THE FUTURE, BUT 
NOW THERE ARE "PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS." 

4. AS THE CONVERSATION CONTINUED, LEBER APPEARED 

TO PUT A SOMEWHAT MORE FAVORABLE INTERPRETATION ON THE 
U.S. MOVE. HE SAID THAT HE ASSUMED THAT ANY 120MM 
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SMOOTH BORE TUBE DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO THE U.S. SUGGES- 
TION COULD FIRE BOTH TYPES OF SHELL, I.E., WITH AND 
WITHOUT A DEPLETED URANIUM PENETRATOR. ONCE AGREEMENT 
HAD BEEN REACHED ON THE CALIBER, HE SAID INTERESTED 
PARTIES WOULD COME TOGETHER VERY SOON ON THE OTHER 
DISPUTED QUESTIONS REGARDING THE GUN. HE NOTED THAT 
VARIOUS PEOPLE TALKED ABOUT TYPES OF CANNON TUBES AS IF 
THEY WERE QUESTIONS OF RELIGIOUS DOGMA. 

5. COMMENT: LEBER'S INITIAL SKEPTICAL ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS THE U.S. INITIATIVE MAY BE INDICATIVE OF HIS 
DISENCHANTMENT WITH THE U.S. PERFORMANCE ON THE TANK 
HARMONIZATION PROBLEM. WHILE HE WARMED UP LATER ON IN 
THE DISCUSSION, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT A GOOD DEAL OF 
MISSIONARY WORK REMAINS TO BE DONE BEFORE THE GERMAN 
DEFENSE MINISTER WILL BE CONVINCED OF U.S. GOOD FAITH 
CONCERNING THIS CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECT. 

STOESSEL 
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